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Science of Bioresource Production
Regional and Global Resource Economics

Thi Ngoc Thuong (Vietnamese) 

Title of Research: Farmers’ Adaptive Strategies for Sustainable Farm Economy under Rapid  

Changes of Socio-Economic Conditions: Focusing on Land Revocation 

and Contract Farming in Bac Giang and Hai Duong provinces, Vietnam. 

Advisory Professor: Prof. Dr. Tsukasa INAOKA (Saga University) 

First Vice - Advisory Professor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kazunari TSUJI (Saga University) 

Second Vice - Advisory Professor: Prof. Dr. Tomoyuki YUTAKA (Kagoshima University) 

My name is Nguyen Thi Ngoc Thuong. I was born in 1985 in Bac Giang province, Vietnam.  

I work as a lecturer and researcher at department of resources and environmental economics, faculty of economics and rural 

development, Vietnam National University of Agriculture (VNUA) in Hanoi, Vietnam. 

As a lecturer, I am teaching three subjects for undergraduate students, which are geographical economics, land economics and 

real estate management. As a researcher, I am taking part in projects of our department and faculty, especially in some projects to 

solve socio-economic problems of vulnerable people in rural areas. 

I have graduated my master at Khon Kaen university in Thailand, majoring in rural development management under the 

scholarship of Southeast Asian Regional Center for graduate study and research in Agriculture (SEARCA). 

With aims to further enrich my knowledge for my professional career, I have applied for the doctoral course at The united 

graduate school of agricultural science, Kagoshima university, under the scholarship of Vietnamese government.  

For this doctoral course, my research is about farmers’ adaptive strategies for sustainable farm economy under rapid 

changes of socio-economic conditions in my home country. Especially, I focus on two issues which are land revocation 

and contract farming in Bac Giang and Hai Duong provinces. The study expects to analyze farmers’ adaptive strategies 

for sustainable farm economy in Bac Giang and Hai Duong, as it has been successfully applied for other areas in 

Vietnam. 

I wish that the doctoral course will equip me with more professional knowledge and practical experience so that I can deliver 

more effective lectures to students after returning home. I want to transfer the best of my knowledge to all students and support 

them to have better chances for their career in the future. Besides that, in research, I hope all knowledge about agricultural 

economics gained from this course will help me enhance my research capacity, so I will be able to involve in and carry out more

rural development projects to help farmers in my country have higher income and a better life. 

Holding these desires and honorably be a student of The united graduate school of agricultural science, Kagoshima university, I

will do my best to successfully complete the doctoral course and join hands to the development of my faculty, my university and

my country in the future. 
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Regional Resource Environment Engineering 

Mawanane Hewa Janaka Prasad Gunarathna (Sri Lanka) 

Title of Research: Irrigation and Water Management Options for Sub Tropical and Tropical 

Climates: Coping Mechanisms for Changing Climate 

Advisory Professor: Kazuhito SAKAI (University of the Ryukyus) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Tamotsu NAKANDAKARI (University of the Ryukyus) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Kazuro MOMII (Kagoshima University) 

I am Mawanane Hewa Janaka Prasad Gunarathna from Sri Lanka. I obtained my basic degree, Bachelor of Science in 

Agriculture (Specialized in Agricultural Engineering) from University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka in year 2003 with a First 

Class. Just after the graduation, I was recruited as a Temporary Lecturer at the Dept. of Agricultural Engineering of the 

same university where I graduated. I worked as a Temporary Lecturer until 30th November 2005. Then, I was recruited as 

a Lecturer at the Department of Soil and Water Resources Management, Faculty of Agriculture, Rajarata University of 

Sri Lanka with effect from 1st December 2005. Since recruited, I have been working in the Department of Soil and Water 

Resources Management (presently known as Department of Agricultural Engineering and Soil Science) for teaching 

courses and conducting researches related to the agricultural water management.  

In 2007, I received Asian Development Bank - Japanese Scholarship Program (ADB-JSP) scholarship to study in 

International Rice Research Institute / Central Luzon State University, Philippines to pursue my postgraduate degree, 

Master of Science in Agricultural Engineering. During my master’s program I specialized in soil and water management. 

I earned my Master’s degree in year 2009.   

Later on, I was promoted to the post of Senior Lecturer (Grade II) on 01st December 2010 and continued to serve the 

university.  While I was working in the department as a Senior Lecturer, I have served in the various positions including 

Head of the department, Coordinator of the University Outreach Centre, Deputy Proctor, Deputy Director (Examinations) 

of Centre of Distance and Continuing Education etc. In addition, I was involved in community development activities 

and research activities as well. 

In July 2016, I came to Japan to get a placement in University of the Ryukyus, one of the allied Universities of the United 

Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences of Kagoshima University. In October 2016, I was fortunate enough to enroll to 

the doctoral course in Resource and Environmental Science of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of United Graduate 

School of Agricultural Sciences of Kagoshima University. I started my research work at the Department of Regional 

Resource Environmental Engineering under the supervision of Professor Kazuhito SAKAI; a well experienced 

Environmental Hydrologist in the world.  

I am very much grateful to the University of the Ryukyus and the Kagoshima University for giving this valuable 

opportunity to study here to get great experiences about water management. I am very much happy to staying and 

studying here with the marvelous support extended by all the staff in University of the Ryukyus and Kagoshima 

University.  
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Sakalya Rajapakse (Sri Lanka) 

Title of Research: Use of Bamboo and Rice Hull Biochar to Enhance the Quality 
and Postharvest Life of Japanese Strawberries, Sagahonoka
during Transportation and Storage 

Advisory professor: Munehiro Tanaka (Saga University) 

First Advisory professor: Zheng Shao-Hui (Saga University) 

Second Advisory professor: Daisuke Hamanaka (Kagoshima University) 

Hello, I’m Sakalya from Sri Lanka. I came to Japan, in February 2016, following my husband, who came here for higher 

studies. My country was called as Ceylon back in the history and it is famous for fine Ceylon Tea, stunning beaches, 

abundant wild life and many other attractions.  

I love traveling and experiencing the different cultures, scenery, food, exclusive festivals and crafts in different regions. 

Therefore Japan is like a heaven for my wanderlust. Other than the beauty of Japan, people’s friendliness, kindness and 

self-disciplined nature admired me and makes my stay in Japan happy and comfortable.  

In Sri Lanka, I Completed both my Bachelors and Masters in University of Peradeniya, one of the most beautiful and 

high quality education institutes in South Asia. After that, I worked in the same University as an English Instructor for 

two and half years (Teaching English for Academic Purposes). While completing the research component required for 

Bachelors’, I developed interest on the field of postharvest technology specially for fruits and vegetables. It made me 

continue my further study in Masters’ as well as in doctoral on preventing ethylene action for a longer postharvest life. I 

think starting doctoral study in Saga University in this October (2016) is like a new chapter in my life; Constant support 

given by my sensei, Prof. Tanaka, other two advisory professors and my fellow lab mates, has made it an easier and an 

enjoyable time.  

As well as my research studies in Saga University, I want to improve my Japanese language ability to a higher level, so 

that I can have a closer look in to the way of living in Japan, get closer to their hearts and share those good things in my 

country and vise versa. It is still the beginning of my three years of hard study. I want to make sure that the study I do 

benefit, both my mother country, Sri Lanka and Japan. I’m looking forward for the good days to come and will work 

hard for that! 
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Fisheries Science on Resources and Environments 

Tohouindo Olivier Oswald ADISSIN (Beninese) 

Title of Research: Nutritive values of microalgae in Kuruma shrimp, Marsupenaeus 

 japonicus (Bate) culture 

Advisory Professor: Manabu ISHIKAWA (Kagoshima University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Shunsuke KOSHIO (Kagoshima University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Ryuta TERADA (Kagoshima University) 

Hi, I am Olivier ADISSIN student in laboratory of Aquatic Animal Nutrition. I am from Benin in West Africa. BENIN is 

a country where traditional religion and many others are cohabiting in peace. In my country, I graduated from The 

Faculty of Agricultural Sciences where I studied Agronomy with focus on Aquaculture and I completed a Master in 

Fisheries and Aquaculture at University of Abomey-Calavi.  

My interest for Aquatic resources production has grown since Master Courses so I came in Kagoshima University in 

order to purse my training. Kagoshima has humid subtropical climate looking alike my home country. Kagoshima 

University is very famous in Fisheries research becoming by the way one of the most favourite destination for African 

students.

My choice to study about shrimp was motivated by the fact that shrimp capture in my country for almost half century, 

nowadays leads to insufficient product to meet the market demand and over exploitation of this aquatic species. 

 I am going to conduct from this year experiments on shrimp and follow Doctoral Courses at Kagoshima University. I 

am looking forward to learning and sharing with all students and members of University. I am planning to develop 

shrimp culture Company in BENIN and through many countries in Africa at the end of my studies.  

I like to do sport and travel by car. Thank you all very much. 

Sincerely yours. 

Olivier ADISSIN. 

M d. Masum Billah (Bangladesh) 

Title of Research: Accumulation and toxicities of alkylated PAHs (A-PAHs) in 

Aquatic organisms

Advisory Professor: Seiichi Uno (Kagoshima University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Kazuhiko Anraku (Kagoshima University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Takeshi Yoshikawa (Kagoshima University) 

Assistant Advisory Professor: Emiko Kokushi (Kagoshima University) 

The student was born on 10th August 1988, in Mymensingh District, Dhaka, Bangladesh. He received his primary 

education at Purabari Primary School, Trishal, Mymensingh and his secondary education in 2003 at Hazi Osman Ali 

-20-



High School, Mymensingh. He received higher secondary education in 2005 from Shaheed Sayed Nazrul Islam 

College, Mymensigh. He pursued his B.Sc. (Hons.) in Marine Science from the Institute of Marine Sciences and 

Fisheries (IMSF), University of Chittagong (CU), Chittagong, Bangladesh in 2011. He was awarded a Master degree in 

Marine Science by the IMSF, CU in 2013. In May 2015 he received his second Master degree in the field of Marine 

Ecology and Biology by the Universiti Putra Malaysia for the work on the occurrence, abundance and heavy metal 

content of mangrove macroalgae from a Malaysian estuary.  

From October 2015 onwards he has been working as a PhD research student at the Research Center for Marine 

Resources and Environment, Faculty of Fisheries, Kagoshima University, Kagoshima, Japan under Japanese Govt. 

Scholarship (MEXT-2015) Programme. After passing the entrance exam on September 2016 he is now working as a 

regular PhD student of the United Graduate School of Agricultural Science, Kagoshima University, Kagoshima, Japan. 

His research interests include pollution ecology of mangroves and water quality.  

                                            Linus Asamaki (Papua New Guinea) 

Title of Research: Effect of Rice Protein on the Performances of Aquatic Animals 

Advisory Professor: Manabu Ishikawa (PhD), Kagoshima University 

First Vice- Advisory Professor: Shunshuke Koshio, Kagoshima University 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Atsushi Yamamoto (PhD), Kagoshima University 

Assistant Advisory Professor: Saichiro Yokoyama, Kagoshima University 

Hello, it’s my pleasure to introduce myself. I’m Linus Asamaki from Papua New Guinea. I have just entered the doctoral 

program in the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Kagoshima University, as a first year student. Well, 

about my education; I have done all my schooling in Papua New Guinea except for my post-graduate studies, my 

master’s degree and now doctoral program for my PhD degree in South Korea and Japan respectively. I have done my 

elementary up to senior high school in my province called Eastern Highlands Province. Papua New Guinea has 22 

provinces. For my bachelor degree program, I attended University of Papua New Guinea in the Capital City, Port 

Moresby. My major field of study during my term there was marine biology. I finished the program and graduated in 

2009 with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology. Before graduating, I was fortunate to get employed with the Papua 

New Guinea National Fisheries Authority in Port Moresby. I worked with the organization as a Research Assistant for 

three and a half years prior to getting a Korean International Cooperation Agency scholarship to South Korea and now in 

Japan, under the Japanese MEXT scholarship. About my achievements, not yet at the state level except for the academic 

awards certificates, leadership awards certificates, training certificates and short courses certificates during my 

employment. 

My strengths are always willing to learn new things, self-motivating and dedicated towards my work. During my 

research phase here, my first trial project was on the effect of docosahexaenoic acid on the growth performances of 

kuruma shrimp (Marsupenaeus japonicus).I did it as a practice to understand the management aspect of the shrimps, esp. 

feeding regime, measuring important parameters and knowing other important requirements to manage shrimps in 
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general. My current research will be on the effect of rice protein on the performances of aquatic animals including 

shrimps and fish, specifically Kuruma shrimps, Red sea bream, (Pagrus major) and Olive flounder (Paralichthys 

olivaceus). The aims of this research are the substitution of fish meal with rice protein in the nutrition of kuruma shrimp 

and other species and taking into consideration their eventual effects on fish health. Prior to starting my experiment, I am 

now doing amino acid analysis on the rice protein to determine the amino acids present that are important in the making 

of diets for target species. 

About my hobbies, I like cycling, watching movies, sightseeing, music and cooking. I like adventurous travels. I do these 

things esp. during my free times and in weekends. My dislikes include; endless TV commercials, people on cell phones 

in the checkout lines, rude and careless drivers on cell phones, racists and arrogant people.  

My short-term goal is to get employed in a well reputed organization. My long term goal is to do my best in the 

organization that I work, fully utilize the skills I have and share information with my colleagues to solve issues and 

problems that arise and help make the organization grow. That’s all about me. Thank you for giving me such a wonderful 

opportunity. 
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Science of Bioresource Production
Tropical Bioresource and Plant Resource Production 

Majumder M d. Sagirul Islam (BANGLADESH) 

Title of Research: Tropical Legume Crops for Red Soil Improvement and Turmeric 

 (Curcuma longa L) Cultivation. 

Advisory Professor: Md. Amzad Hossain (University of the Ryukyus) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Akamine Hikaru (University of the Ryukyus) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Michio Onjo (Kagoshima University) 

Assistant Advisory Professor: Ichiro Nakamura (University of the Ryukyus) 

It’s my pleasure to introduce myself as a citizen of Bangladesh, a land of greenery, rivers and a wide range of diversity. 

The land is famous for its World’s Longest Sea Beach; Cox’s Bazar, Largest Delta and Largest Mangrove Forest; The 

Sunderban with a huge biodiversity including Royal Bengal Tiger, Dotted Deer and so on.  

It was my sneaky ambition for higher studies in the field of Organic Agriculture in Japan as an excellent country for 

higher education and research. Getting Japanese Government Scholarship (Monbukagakusho) was the gateway to 

execute my dream. As a Japanese government scholar I came in Japan and enrolled as a research student at University of 

the Ryukyus in October, 2014. I continued onward for the Master Course in Agriculture in which I conducted a research 

work on Tropical Green Manure Plants for Improving Growth, Yield and Quality of Turmeric (Curcuma longa L) in Red 

Soil. I finished my Master Course in March, 2017 and then enrolled at The United Gradaute School of Agricultural 

Science, Kagoshima University for doctoral program on Tropical Legume Crops for Red Soil Improvement and 

Turmeric (Curcuma longa L) Cultivation, in Science of Bioresource Production. 

I will be contributing on improving the physical, chemical and biological properties of red soil through tropical legume 

crops. These acidic and nutrient deficient soils are mostly found in tropical and subtropical areas and are the third most 

important soil of the world, covering 13% of total land areas.  

I hope to gain sufficient knowledge and expertise on Red Soil Treatment through Legume Cropping so that to implement 

these practices in my home country and other areas of the world as well by taking some development initiatives through 

my esteemed voluntary organization named BCDF, Bangladesh Coastal Development Foundation, a national level 

NGO.

I am very happy with staying in Okinawa as well as in Japan. The climate, natural beauties and environment of Okinawa 

is very similar to my home country. I am enjoying heartiest cooperation in a friendly working environment of our 

university campus and also being affectionate to the culture and norms of my dear Japanese people, the most kind and 

peaceful around the world.  I hope the next three years of my research period will be more enjoyable. 

I would like to express my deepest sense of gratitude and gratefulness to my honorable mentor, Dr. Md. Amzad Hossain 

for his continuous supports and kind supervision. I would also like to thank to my honorable vice advisory professors Dr. 

Akamine Hikaru, Dr. Michio Onjo and Dr. Ichiro Nakamura sensei for their important encouragement in pursuing my 

PhD Course under their valuable supervision.  
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I am greatly acknowledged to the Japanese Government for providing me Monbukagakusho scholarship. I am grateful to 

the authority of the University of the Ryukyus and loving people of Japan for their kind cooperation. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to my lab mates for their cordial and continuous assistance in my research 

work.

I deeply owe my profound gratitude to my family members including my beloved wife for their countless sacrifices, 

contributions, patience and inspirations in my life. 

SARKAR M D ABDUR RAUF (BANGLADESHI) 

Title of Research: Studies on metabolic engineering for isoflavone-biosynthetic 

pathway via modification of MYB-related transcription factors in 

 soybean 

Advisory Professor: Toyoaki Anai (Saga University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Akihiro Suzuki (Saga University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Fumio Hashimoto (Kagoshima University) 

I feel honored for completed my Master course study from the Laboratory of Plant Genetics and Breeding, Faculty of 

Agriculture at Saga University in March, 2017. And it’s my immense pleasure to enter at the United Graduate School of 

Agriculture, Kagoshima University from April, 2017.  

My research area is Plant Molecular Biology. Using the functional genomic approach, I am trying to isolate and 

characterize some new and unravel MYB-related transcription factors for isoflavones biosynthesis in soybean seed. 

I hope, my Doctor course study will be more enjoyable with my research and overall life in Japan. 
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Nguyen Dinh Cuong (Vietnam)

Title of Research: Genetic studies for brown planthopper resistant (Nilaparvata lugens Stål) 

in rice 

Advisory Professor: Daisuke Fujita (Saga University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Shao-Hui ZHENG (Saga University) 

Second Vice- Advisory Professor: Katsuyuki ICHITANI (Kagoshima University) 

My full name is Nguyen Dinh Cuong. I am 31 years old. 

I come from Danang City, a quite beautiful city located in central region of Vietnam, and nearly 600km from Ha Noi 

capital city to the south. I have lived in this city for 5 years, and I love this city as my second home because my family 

live here and local citizens are very friendly.  

I am a lecturer at Biotechnology Faculty of The College of Food Industry. It is an interesting job because it gives me not 

only money to raise my family but also opportunity to pursue my passion in biotechnology. Additionally, it brings me the 

chance to connect with young generations who are very active and creative. My job characteristics and my concern about 

plants attract me to study higher degree after I graduted Master degree.  

When I was a child, Japan has impressed me strongly because of it’s miraculous development in over past 150 years 

after Meiji Restoration (1868) to become a great nation. I really admire Japanese for their technology and agriculture 

because Japan’s natural resources are very limited. That is reason why I chose Japan to study Doctoral course to improve 

my knowledge, skill and working style. I also see that is a precious chance for me to experience the Japanese culture, 

society and enviroment. Finally, I hope that I can contribute to the strengthen bilateral relationship between Vietnam and 

Japan.

Mohammad Kabirul Islam (BANGLADESHI) 
PHOSPHATIC BIOFERTILIZER PRODUCTION FOR PLANT CULTIVATION 
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Khatun Hafiza (BANGLADESHI) 

Title of Research: Improvement of in vitro bovine embryo production by controlling 

autophagy and endoplasmic reticulum stress 

Advisory professor: Yasuhiko Wada (Saga University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: ken-ichi Yamanaka (Saga University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Hideki Tatemoto (University of Ryukyus) 

Firstly, I would like to express my thanks for this opportunity to introduce myself. I’m Hafiza Khatun from Bangladesh a 

small country blessed with evergreen natural beauties, located in the south-east Asia. Bangladesh is a riverine country

where agriculture is the main occupation of the nation. From childhood, agricultural activities attracted to me and my 

dream was to become an agriculturist. 

 Holy, in 2010, I obtained my graduation degree (Bachelor of Science in Animal Husbandry) from Bangladesh 

Agricultural University, a biggest agricultural university in south-east Asia. Then I entered the Department of Animal 

Science for my post-graduation degree (Master’s in Animal Science) in the same university. Fortunately, before 

completing Master degree, I joined as a lecture in the same department in 2012. Later after finishing my post-graduation, 

university allowed me to come in aboard for higher study. 

To pursue my higher study, I come in Japan with MEXT scholarship on 2 October 2014. I started my education life as a 

research student in Saga University under the supervision of Dr. Yamanaka Ken-ichi. In April, 2015 I enrolled as a 

graduate student. My research them was “Study on in Vitro Embryo Production by Sericin Supplementation in Cattle”. 

During this research period, I learned a lot of technique related with in vitro embryo production which helps me for 

further study in livestock. I am profoundly indebted to my supervisor for his patience and guidance throughout my study. 

I am also thankful to my lab-mates for their easy-going behavior, companionship and help.  

Presently, I have enrolled in the United Graduate School of Agricultural Science, Kagoshima University with the 

continuation of my scholarship. I feel very grateful and thankful to all especially my supervisor Dr. Yamanaka Ken-ichi 

who provided the facilities and encouraged to me for entering PhD course. During my Doctoral course, I will study 

about improvement of in vitro bovine embryo production. In vitro embryo production is currently one of the most 

important biotechnologies in cattle breeding and husbandry. So, improvement of in vitro culture systems is important for 

production of embryos with high developmental competence that are used in embryo transfer programs. With the 

number of bovine embryos transferred worldwide increasing annually, there is a greater need than ever to optimize 

conditions of embryo culture in vitro to maximize embryo quality, cryotolerance, and pregnancy rate. Hopefully, this 

research finding will play a vital for increasing quality in vitro embryo production in cattle. I am confident that the 

knowledge I will gain during PhD course will be beneficial for further research, my department and country as well as all 

over the world. Apart from research, personally I would like to make friends, hangout with friends. My hobby is 

travelling and taking photographs. Now my enjoyable pastime is playing with my little son. I am also enjoying in 

japanese culture, food and fruits. I hope next few years in japan will be more joyful for me. 
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Asep Setiaji (Indonesia) 

Title of Research : Genetic Evaluation of Fertility Traits of Okinawan Beef Cattle Using a 

Multiple-Trait Animal Model 

Advisory Professor: Takuro Oikawa (Ryukyu University) 

First Vise- Advisory Professor: Hideki Tatemoto (Ryukyu University) 

Second Vise- Advisory Professor: Yasuhiko Wada (Saga University) 

I am Asep Setiaji from Indonesia. I was born to a low class educated family as the first son. Both of my parents are 

farmer and live in the village. I am single and now I have 26 years old.  

I have completed my primary studies at Diponegoro University at Semarang, Indonesia and joined to the Faculty of 

Animal and Agricultural Sciences. There I studied an animal breeding specialty in rabbit. On February 2012, I completed 

my BSc Animal special degree as the best student was graduate on that period. On April 2014, I finished my Master 

Thesis on “Analysis of Quantitative Traits of Partial Diallel Cross among, Local, Flamish Giant and Rex Breeds of 

Rabbit” graduated as Master of Science at Diponegoro University. Now, I am a junior staff on laboratory Genetic, 

Breeding and Reproduction, Faculty of Animal and Agricultural Sciences, Diponegoro University. 

As I received the Monbukagakusho scholarship, I came to the University of the Ryukyus, Okinawa, Japan on September 

2016. During my first six months, I completed the Intensive Course on Japanese. As I am interested on completing a 

doctoral degree and got the chance to enter to the United Graduate School of Agriculture at Kagoshima University. 

My utmost intend is to serve to my mother country in my fullest capacity after successful completion of the PhD course. 

Regional and Global Resource Economics 
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Pham Quoc Hung (Vietnam) 

Title of Research: Building An Efficient Marketing Channel Through Contract Farming 

in Vietnamese Mekong River Delta

Advisory Professor: Tomoyuki YUTAKA ( Kagoshima University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Norio SAKAI ( Kagoshima University)  

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Kazunari TSUJI (Saga University) 

I am Pham Quoc Hung. My home town is Can Tho City, Vietnam. I did my master degree on agribusiness in The 

University of Queensland. I used to worked for an agricultural trading company for more than 8 years before applying a 

new job as a lecturer in Can Tho University. I was granted a three-years doctoral course scholarship sponsored by 

Vietnamese government. My hobbies are reading, going out with my friends for coffee and eating out with my family at 

weekend.  

I was born in a farmer family, so I have been interested in agricultural issues such as farmer income, poverty, production 

efficiency and marketing efficiency. Farming in my home town - Vietnam is predicted to be adversely affected by 

climate change in the coming time. Therefore, how to help farmers to produce efficiently, sustain their income and 

successfully adapt to new risky farming environment is the big question for policy makers as well as researchers. This is 

also one of the reasons for me to apply a doctoral course in The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences - 

Kagoshima University. It is great to be here, Japan - a beautiful developed country. I feel happy and be proud of having a 

chance to study in the Kagoshima University which has a long history in education, experienced professors and 

professional studying environment. I hope that what I will learn in Kagoshima University will help me enrich my 

knowledge and contribute to the development of agricultural industry in my home town. 

Yours Sincerely 

Pham Quoc Hung 
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Christopher Pellegrini (USA) 

Title of Research: Japanese spirit: global marketing strategies for the honkaku shochu 

               Industry. 

Advisory Professor: 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: 

Christopher Pellegrini was born in Vermont (USA) to two high school teachers that met while working overseas. The 

oldest of three children, he secretly started making homebrewed beer in his bedroom closet at the age of 16 after learning 

about it in a high school history class. His parents were unhappy when they found out, and shut down his homebrewing 

operation. The following year he applied for an apprenticeship at a local craft brewery called Otter Creek Brewing and 

worked there on and off for four years. During those years, he developed an intense admiration for the creation of 

small-batch drinks, and by the time he stopped working at the brewery he had become the youngest commercial beer 

brewer in the United States. 

Pellegrini studied Spanish Literature at Wittenberg University in Ohio. He was also a pole vaulter and decathlete during 

his time there, which means that he did not sleep much. Later he earned a Master’s Degree in English Education from 

University College London.  

He brought his appreciation of craft drinks to Japan in 2002, after living in Spain for one year and South Korea for two. 

He was soon introduced to honkaku shochu by a bartender and was immediately fascinated by its variety and complexity. 

Pellegrini traveled to Kyushu to learn more about it because Wikipedia was still very young in those days, and it did not 

yet have an English page for shochu. Several years and trips later, he began to do shochu tastings and seminars to share 

his knowledge with people in Tokyo. 

He earned the SSI’s Shochu Kikisakeshi certification and SSA’s Shochu Advisor license, and is the only person in the 

world who currently holds both. Pellegrini published “The Shochu Handbook” in 2014, and he is also the Chief Editor of 

The Kyushu Advantage’s shochu magazine. In early 2017 he was recognized as a shochu and awamori ambassador by 

Cool Japan. Additionally, he is a contributor to the upcoming Oxford Companion to Spirits and Cocktails. He regularly 

conducts tastings and seminars both in Japan and internationally, and was a featured speaker at numerous events 

including at the FCCJ in both 2015 and 2016, the 2016 Shochu Renaissance (Tokyo), the 2017 Honkaku Shochu and 

Amami Kokuto Shochu Festival (Fukuoka), and the JSS’s “Taste the Spirit of Japan” events the last two years. 

Pellegrini also has an extensive acting career which includes stage, TV commercials, dramas, and movies. Some 

examples are the films Hagetaka and Vancouver Asahi, and the morning TV drama, Massan. He currently lives in Tokyo, 

eats lots of abura soba, and regularly visits Kyushu, Japan’s shochu island. He considers shochu and awamori to be the 

perfect meeting point of his three passions—craft drinks, education, and acting—and he hopes to spend many years 

promoting them. He is thrilled to be a member of the class of 2020 at Kagoshima National University. 
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Advanced Life Science 

Fina Amreta Laksmi (Indonesia) 
Title of Research: Improved L-Arabinose Isomerase Performance  

       For Industrial Application

Advisory Professor: Matsujirou ISHIBASHI (Kagoshima University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Isao HANASHIRO (Kagoshima University)  

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Keiichi WATANABE (Saga University) 

Assistant Advisory Professor: Hirohito TSURUMARU (Kagoshima University) 

I am an Indonesia citizen who lived in Bogor, West Java. Pursuing study in Japan has been my interest since my earliest 

school days. The advance technology and rapid development in every sector in Japan harmonize with the rich and 

flourished culture giving me a constant inspiration. Besides that, I was participated in a 3 months internship under the 

supervision of Prof. Ishibashi at Applied and Molecular Microbiology Laboratory in Kagoshima University in 2011 prior 

my master and doctoral degree. I am very impressed with Kagoshima, particularly Kagoshima University, which provide 

a full support for a foreign student like me and am very eager to continue my study here since then. Therefore, I am very 

grateful that I have got the opportunity to pursue my master degree in the Graduate School of Agriculture, Kagoshima 

University and now continue my doctoral degree in the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Kagoshima 

University. 

I have been interested in the protein engineering field as soon as I started to work in Research Center for Biotechnology, 

Indonesian Institute of Sciences. As I would like to improve my knowledge in my interest of field, my current laboratory 

matches my interest. It is an honor for me to be supervised by Prof. Ishibashi, Prof. Hanashiro, Prof. Watanabe and Prof. 

Tsurumaru, who have expertise in their field. This opportunity would help me develop my scientific skills. 

I received my master degree with a master thesis titled “Improved L-Arabinose Isomerase Performance For Industrial 

Application”. For more advanced study, my Ph.D work will be a continuation of my master thesis. L-Arabinose 

Isomerase (LAI) is an enzyme that helps to catalyze the conversion of D-galactose to D-tagatose in vitro. D-tagatose 

itself is a natural and low calorie sugar that has numerous advantages for human health. One of the advantages of 

D-tagatose is to relieve the symptom of diabetic type II. D-tagatose could be applied in a wide variety of foods, 

beverages, health foods and dietary supplements. Hopefully, the success of this research would lead to the development 

of protein engineering field and also for diabetic patient. 
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ZOHRA FATEMA TUZ (BANGLADESHI)

Title of Research: Studies on the functional metabolites in citrus 

Advisory Professor: Susumu Mitsutake (Saga University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Nobuhiro Kotoda (Saga University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Masashi Yamamoto (Kagoshima University) 

I would like to express my gratitude to the United Graduate School of Agricultural Science, Kagoshima University for 

selecting me as a doctoral student from April, 2017. I am from Bangladesh and had completed my undergraduate 

(Bachelor of Science in Agriculture) and graduate (Master of Science in Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology) course 

from the University of Rajshahi, Rajshahi 6205, Bangladesh. 

I feel honored as a member of the Fruit Science Laboratory, Saga University and my research area is functional 

metabolites studies in citrus. Really, it’s a very pretty lab. Environment to conduct my Doctoral research and I am 

grateful to my Advisory and Vice-advisory Professors. 
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RISKA (INDONESIA) 

Tittle of research: Diagnosis of East Asian passiflora distortion virus: 

a new potyvirus causing deformation in fruits of passionfruit 

in Japan 

Advisory professor: Hisashi Iwai (Kagoshima University) 

First vice-advisory professor: Kazusato Ohshima (Kagoshima University) 

Second vice-advisory professor: Masayuki Nakamura (Saga University) 

First of all, I would like to say big thank to Kagoshima University to give me a great chance to pursue 
my study for Ph.D. program. My name is Riska, from Indonesia. I graduated from Andalas University in 
2001, one of National University in Indonesia. I took biology major in Math and sciences faculty. After 
graduated, I work in Indonesian Tropical Fruit research Institute since 2002, one of national research 
institute belong to the Indonesian Agency for Agriculture Research and Development as a junior 
researcher in plant pathology field. I did some research about tropical fruit disease such as banana, 
dragon fruit, mangosteen diseases etc. During my work in ITFRI, I got many experience to improve my 
capability in research. In 2005, the institute and ACIAR project fund me to take molecular training of 
banana bacterial disease for a month In Queensland University. In 2014, I got one good opportunity to 
pursue my study to magister program in Kagoshima University. I took plant pathology major supervised 
by Prof. Hisashi Iwai and Prof. Masayuki Nakamura for two years. The research topic I carried out is 
about DIAGNOSIS OF NEW VIRUS INFECTED IN PASSION FRUIT IN OKINAWA JAPAN. 
Another experience I had that in 2016 I attended a regional symposium for controlling dragon fruit 
disease held in Thailand. Last April 2017, I applied to Kagoshima University to take Ph.D program. In 
this program I will continue my research study in plant pathology laboratory. I plan to obtain a complete 
region of a new virus temporary named East Asian passiflora virus. This a new virus cause deformation 
of fruit in passion fruit. Thus find control method of this virus. 
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DOAN CHI CUONG (Vietnam) 

Title of Research: Effects of integrated environmental factors and fertilizers under 

 the control of artificial intelligence to the quality of fruits and vegetables 

Advisory Professor: Munehiro TANAKA (Saga University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Hiroyuki Cho (Saga University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Takeshi Shikanai (Ryukyu University) 

Hi everyone, it is so nice to meet all of you, the clever students come from different regions, nations, and variety of 

specific cultures. 

People often call me with the nickname CHI CUONG. I was born in Quangtri Province, which is located in the Central 

of Vietnam. But now I am living and working in Danang City, which are about 200 kilometers far from the place I grew. 

At Danang University of Science and Education, I work as a teacher and a training assistant, a position that I have a lot 

of opportunities to meet a range of ambitious students from many regions around my country. 

One day in 2016, one of my brothers, a former student of Saga University and a venerable Saga’s Professor who came 

-42-



from Agriculture Faculty on occasion he took his students to attend an oversea short training course in Danang, Vietnam. 

Luckily, he introduced me to the Professor, and a thing makes me so surprise is that he spent plenty of valuable time for 

my presentation and showed me some breakthrough achievements and ideas related to his research. These inspire me to 

pursue my ambition to study on the field of agriculture in a developed nation like Japan that I believe it will be critical 

not only for my career but also helpful for my nation. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to meet all of you, study as much as possible to enhance and sharpen my 

profession. 

Mayakaduwage Nadeeka Kumari (Sri Lanka) 

Title of the Research: Assessment and modeling of water resources in sub-tropical 

and tropical climates: Comprehensions from Okinawa 

 prefecture, Japan and Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka 

Advisory Professor: Kazuhito SAKAI (University of the Ryukyus) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: Shinya NAKAMURA (University of the Ryukyus) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: Kozue YUGE (Saga University)

I am Nadeeka Kumari from Sri Lanka. I graduated from Faculty of Agriculture, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka in 2006 

with a First Class honors (Majoring module: Agricultural Engineering) while, claiming a gold medal for the most 

outstanding performances in the final examination. Just after the graduation, I started my carrier as a Temporary Lecturer 

in the same university. In 2009, I was fortunate to recruit as a Probationary Lecturer in the Department of Agricultural 

Engineering and Soil Science, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka and was promoted as a Senior Lecturer in 2014. 

Meantime, I successfully completed my Master of Philosophy by coursework and research from Postgraduate Institute 

of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka (Major: Agricultural Engineering/Integrated Water Resources 

Management) with an overall grade point average (GPA) of 3.85. Title of the research thesis was “Quality and 

Availability of agro-well water in Malwathu Oya Cascade-I in Anuradhapura District”.

As I was awarded MONBUKAGAKUSHO scholarship from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology, Japan to pursue my postgraduate studies, I arrived in Okinawa as a research student in April 2016. Currently, 

I am continuing my PhD studies at the Laboratory of Water Resource and Water Use Engineering, Department of 

Regional Resource Environment Engineering, University of the Ryukyus. 

I am truly blessed to be under the supervision of Prof. Kazuhito SAKAI and wish to extend my heartfelt appreciation for 

his guidance, kindness and spending his valuable time while understanding me. After successful completion of my PhD 

studies, I wish to serve my country in my fullest capacity.  
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Interactions 

Volume 29, Issue 
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Plant Signaling 

and Behavior 

Volume 12, Issue 

1, Article number 
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Effects of liming on dry biomass, lead 
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tropical pasture grasses from lead 

contaminated acidic soils 

Grassland Science 62 (4), 257-261 2016.1 Paper

 Yamato Mizobe*, Naoto Oya, 

Reiko Iwakiri, Naomi Yoshida, 

Yumi Sato, Kazuchika Miyoshi, 

Makoto Tokunaga,Yuji Ezono 

Effects of early cleavage patterns of 

human embryos on subsequent in vitro 
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Fertility and 

Sterility 

Volume 106, Issue 
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Pages 348-353 

published 

online April 

30,2016.

paper

 Yamato Mizobe*, Naoto Oya, 

Reiko Iwakiri, Naomi Yoshida, 

Yumi Sato, Nanase Onoue, 

Kazuchika Miyoshi, Makoto 
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Developmental ability of embryos 

produced from oocytes with fragile 
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  Shusong Wu*, Satoshi Yano, 

Ayami Hisanaga, Xi He, Jianhua 

He, Kozue Sakao and De-Xing Hou
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inhibiting proinflammatory cytokines 
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Research  
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 *Kazuki Sato, Toyoshi Yoshiga, 
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insecticidal activity of Photorhabdus 

luminescens 

Applied and 

Environmental 

Microbiology 

82 3546-3553
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 Ohshima K*, Nomiyama R, 

Mitoma S, Honda Y, Yasaka R, 
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Evolutionary rates and genetic 

diversities of mixed potyviruses in 
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Infection, Genetics 

and Evolution 

45 213-223 2016/11  
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Mohammadi M, Gibbs M. Jones R.

The phylogenetics of the global 

population of potato virus Y and its 

necrogenic recombinants. 

Virus Evolution 
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Edward L. Webb, Yasuyuki 

Watano, and Tadashi Kajita 

Development and Characterization of 

27 Microsatellite Markers for the 

Mangrove Fern, Acrostichum aureum 

(Pteridaceae)  

Applications in 

Plant Sciences 

vol.4, issue 9 2016/9/19  

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
6
5
-



 

 

*  

authors(*first author) 

 title  journal 
 

vol./page 

 

date of issue 

 

paper/book/review

/bulletin/others 

  *   

  Q

 

 

61 1

p1-8 

2017  

 *  

2016   

36 :1-18 2017/3/30  

  2016  

 

36 :19-26 2017/3/30  

   

 

 2016/6/11  

   

 

 2016/5/14  

   

 

 2016/5/28  

   

 

 2016/6/25  

   

 

122  2016/7/1  

   

 

127  2016/12/1  

   

 

128  2017/1/3  

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
6
6
-



 

 

*  

authors(*first author) 

 title  journal 
 

vol./page 

 

date of issue 

 

paper/book/review

/bulletin/others 

  

 

SATSUMA 157 :91 2016/11/19  

 *  

 

SATSUMA 157 :83 2016/11/19  

 *  

 

SATSUMA 157 :46-47 2016/11/19  

 *  2016 7

 

SATSUMA 157 :44-45 2016/11/19  

  2016

 

SATSUMA 157 :42-43 2016/11/19  

  2016

 

SATSUMA 157 :39 2016/11/19  

 *  

 

SATSUMA 157 :36-38 2016/11/19  

  2016

 

SATSUMA 157 :11 2016/11/19  

  11

 

SATSUMA 156 :99 2016/6/25  

  

 

SATSUMA 156 :98 2016/6/25  

   SATSUMA 156 :68 2016/6/25  

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
6
7
-



*  

authors(*first author) 

 title  journal 
 

vol./page date of issue 

 

paper/book/review

/bulletin/others 

*  SATSUMA 156 :26 2016/6/25

2016 1 SATSUMA 156 :22 2016/6/25

2015 7 SATSUMA 156 :7 2016/6/25

SATSUMA 157 :92 2016/11/19

SATSUMA 157 :104 2016/11/19

2017/1/14

2017/1/28

2017/2/11

2017/2/25

2017/3/31

Eco

12

293-314 2016/10/20

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
6
8
-



 

 

*  

authors(*first author) 

 title  journal 
 

vol./page 

 

date of issue 

 

paper/book/review

/bulletin/others 

 Makoto Ikenaga*, Masakazu 

Tabuchi, Tomohiro Kawauchi, and 

Masao Sakai 

Application of Locked Nucleic Acid 

(LNA) Primer and PCR Clamping by 

LNA Oligonucleotide to Enhance the 

Amplification of Internal Transcribed 

Spacer (ITS) Regions in Investigating 

the Community Structures of 

Plant-Associated Fungi 

Microbes And 

Environments 

Vol. 31, No. 3, 

339-348, 2016 

2016/9 paper 

 *

 

Soil 

Microorganisms

Vol. 70 No. 1, 

pp.23 34 2016

2016/4

 

 

 

 

 
* menbers(*presentor) 

 

 oral/poster program title period 

,  

place:country,city 

 

oral/poster 

 *Kazuki Sato, Toyoshi Yoshiga, Koichi 

Hasegawa 

Genetic screening of Photorhabdus luminescens 

using C. elegans revealed vitamin B6 

biosynthetic pathways as an essential pathogenic 

factor 

2016/7/17-21  

 

 

 

 *

 

V-ATPase

RNAi  

2016/11/9-10  

 

 

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
6
9
-



 
* menbers(*presentor) 

 

 oral/poster program title period 

,  

place:country,city 

 

oral/poster 

 *  Photorhabdus luminescens

B6  

2016/9/14-16  

 

 

 *  

 C. elegans

 

2016/9/15-17  

 

 

 Adachi, S.*, Honma, T., Yasaka, R., 

Ohshima, K. and Tokuda, M. 

Seasonal occurrence of TuMV and potential 

aphid vectors in Kyushu, Japan. 

2016

 

 

 

 *  

 

2016   

 *  

 

2017   

 *

 

TuMV

 

2017   

 *

  

2016/9/5-7   

 *

 

Bursaphelenchus

 

2016   

 *Kanzaki, N., Ekino, T., Tanaka,R., 

Woodruff, G. C., Ide, T., Yoshiga,T. 

Preliminary survey of millipede-associated 

nematodes in Japan: Nematode isolation from 

three Riukiaria spp. 

2016   

 

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
7
0
-



 
* menbers(*presentor) 

 

 oral/poster program title period 

,  

place:country,city 

 

oral/poster 

 *  2016   

 *

 

 2017   

 

 *

  

2017   

 

 *Takashi Yamamoto, Yoshiaki Tsuda, Koji 

Takayama, Reiko Nagashima, Yoichi Tateishi 

and Tadashi Kajita 

GENETIC STRUCTURE AND POPULATION 

DEMOGRAPHY OF WIDESPREAD 

SEA-DISPERSAL PLANTS VIGNA MARINA 

IN THE PACIFIC 

2016/7/18-22 United States of 

America/Florida 

 

 *

  

2016/10/29-30 /   

 *

  

2017/3/9-12 /   

 *   

 

2017/3/14-18   

 

 *

  

2016/10   

 *

 

 

2016/10   

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
7
1
-



 
* menbers(*presentor) 

 

 oral/poster program title period 

,  

place:country,city 

 

oral/poster 

 

  

 

Elsaid Mohamed Elnabawy abdelfatah, 

Katsuo Tsuda, Yositaka Sakamaki Presenter: 

Elsaid Mohamed Elnabawy Abdelfatah 

Enhancement of web-builder spider populations 

in eggplant fields by surrounding flowering 

plants 

25-30 

September, 

2016

Orlando, Florida, 

USA 

Oral 

presentation 

  The analysis of stable microbial community with 

ability of Cellulose degradation-Nitrogen fixation 

isolated from sediment of cut grass. 

2016/10   

   

 

2016/9   

  

 

2016/6   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（生物環境保全科学連合講座）

-
7
2
-



*  

authors(*first author) 

 title  journal 
 

vol./page date of issue 

 

paper/book/review

/bulletin/others 

* TDT

 

59 1 2017/2

*

* 23(4):11-15 2017/3

P. Jannok*, Y. Kamitani, K.

Hironaka, M. Shibayama and S.

Kawano

Development of an NIR calibration 

model with temperature compensation 

using common temperature-difference 

spectra for determining the Brix value 

of intact fruits 

J. Near infrared

Spectrosc

25(1) (2017) 2016/12 paper 

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（地域資源環境工学連合講座）

-
7
3
-



 

 
 

* menbers(*presentor) 

 

oral/poster program title period 

,  

place:country,city 

 

oral/poster 

 *

  

2016/10/29   

 

 * Maxwell-DeLoor

 

2016/10/29   

 

 *  TDT TDR

 

2016/10/29   

 

 *

  

2016/8/30-9/3   

 *  

 

2016/11/5   

 *

 

Cl

 

2016/9/7-8   

 

 *

  

2016/9/7-8   

 *

  

2016/9/7-8   

-  

  

 

 

MHJP Gunarathna*, Kazuhito Sakai, 

Hiroyuki Kaneshiro and Yutaka Uehara 

Introducing APSIM-OPSIS module: Simulating 

Sugarcane Growth and Yield under Optimized 

Subsurface Irrigation System 

29-30/10/2016 Kyoto, Japan Oral 

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（地域資源環境工学連合講座）

-
7
4
-



 
 

* menbers(*presentor) 

 

oral/poster program title period 

,  

place:country,city 

 

oral/poster 

 

 

P. Jannok*, Y. Kamitani, K. Hironaka, M. 

Shibayama and S. Kawano 

Development of an NIR calibration model with 

temperature compensation using common 

temperature-difference spectra for determining 
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Light and temperature effects on 

photosynthetic activity of Eucheuma 

denticulatum and Kappaphycus 
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Memoirs of 

Faculty of 

Fisheries 

Kagoshima 

University 
 

2016

 

  2

 

Nature of 

Kagoshima 

42: 311-314 2016  

  

 

Nature of 

Kagoshima 

42: 293-297 2016  

  

Thysanophrys celebica 

Nature of 

Kagoshima 

42: 97-102 2016  

 *Fukui, Y. and H. Motomura Terelabrus flavocephalus sp. nov., a 

new hogfish (Perciformes: Labridae) 

from the Maldives, Indian Ocean 

Ichthyological 

research 

63 (4): 529-535, 

DOI 

10.1007/s10228-0

16-0523-x 

2016  

農水圏資源環境科学専攻（水産資源環境科学連合講座）

-
7
9
-



 

 

*  

authors(*first author) 

 title  journal 
 

vol./page 

 

date of issue 

 

paper/book/review

/bulletin/others 

 *    2016  

 *Matsunuma, M., AG. Mazlan, A. 

Arshad, YG. Seah, S. Tafzilmeriam 

S. A. K., A. Azmi Ramasamy, R. P. 

Babaran, Y. Fukui, and H. 

Motomura 

Distribution Range Extensions of 

Parapercis bicoloripes and 

P.diplospilus (Perciformes: 

Pinguipedidae) in the South China Sea 

and the Adjacent Waters, with Notes 

on Ontogenetic Changes in P. 

bicoloripes 

Species Diversity 21: 187-196, DOI 

10.12782/sd.21.2.1

87 

 

 

  

  

Mohammed Fouad El Basuini*, 

Abdelaziz Mohammed El-Hais, 

Mahmoud A.O. Dawood, Adel 

El-Sayed Abou-Zeid, Saad Zaglol 

EL-Damrawy, Malik Mohamed 
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Tran Quoc Nhan (Vietnamese) 

Title of research: Analyses on rice contract farming and determinants of 

 farm gate price of paddy in the Mekong delta, Vietnam 

Advisory Professor: YUTAKA Tomoyuki (Kagoshima University) 

First Vice-Advisory Professor: LEE Jaehyeon (Kagoshima University) 

Second Vice-Advisory Professor: TSUJI Kazunari (Saga University) 

Year entered: April 2016 

I am Tran Quoc Nhan, now the second year student of Ph.D. I come from the Mekong delta of Vietnam. 

The Delta is known as the “rice bowl” of Vietnam, contributing to 56% of total paddy production and 95% 

of total volume of export rice in Vietnam (GSO, 2014). Rice production is also the main income resource 

of the farmers in the Delta. Hence, rice production and marketing is playing a crucial role in the rice 

economy of Vietnam.    

To gather primary data for the study, I did two field surveys in the Mekong delta. I conducted the first 

survey in An Giang and Dong Thap provinces to investigate the status and problems of rice contract 

farming enforcement in the Delta. I used the structured questionnaire to collect the primary data from one 

hundred and seven rice contract farmers through face-to-face interview in September 2015. I also 

interviewed local staffs who are responsible for the practice of rice contract farming. After gathering data, I 

discussed with my supervisor how to analyze the collected data and write the paper. I supervisor has 

suggested me to do presentation at the conference held by “The Agricultural Marketing Society of Japan” 

on 3rd July 2016 at Tokushima University. I have received a great number of valuable comments and 

contributing questions from other Ph.D. students and professors that help me a lot when writing the journal 

paper. After presentation, I have submitted my first journal paper to the Agricultural Marketing Journal of 

Japan and the paper has been accepted for publishing.  

The second field survey, my supervisor also visited and interviewed rice farmers, representatives of 

agricultural cooperative, staffs of rice business companies in the Mekong delta in August 2016. We 

collected data from 161 rice farmers including traditional farmers, contract farmers, and stop-contract 

farmers. We analyzed the collected data to understand the rice contract farming between farmer and rice 

business firm in the Vietnamese Mekong Delta and find out the determinants of farm-gate price. I am 

going to do presentation at the conference held by the Agricultural Marketing Society of Japan in July 

2017.    

In this chance, I would like to express my great thanks to my major supervisor Professor YUTAKA 

Tomoyuki for his excellent guidance and valuable support during my study and living at Kagoshima 

University. I believe that my research will be helpful for policy making in rice production and marketing in 

the Mekong delta.  
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Profile of Professor Sampath Amaratunge 

I am presently the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura. I 

obtained my B.A. (Hons.) in Economics from the same university and my M.A. 

in Economics from the University of Colombo. I also studied in Japan where I 

received a Master in Agricultural Economics from Saga University and a Ph.D. 

from the United Graduate School of Agricultural Science, Kagoshima 

University. 

I have served more than 25 years as an academic at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura. Also, I have published 

more than 50 articles in international and national refereed journals and proceedings. 

I was also a recipient of the prestigious Research Excellence Award in 2002, awarded by the Kyushu Society of 

Agricultural Economics, Japan in addition to several other local and international awards. I am an expert in the 

field of economics, specifically rural development. 

The University of Sri Jayewardenepura is the oldest university in Sri Lanka. It was founded in 1873 as a Pirivena 

(Seat of Higher Learning for Buddhist Studies) under the name of “Vidyodaya Pirivena”. Later, it became a 

fully-recognized university, taking the name Vidyodaya University in 1959.  With the passing of the 

Parliamentary Act of Universities in 1978, the university became the University of Sri Jayewardenepura and, 

currently, it is the largest state university in Sri Lanka in terms of student population. 

When I became the Vice-Chancellor, the University had five faculties, including, the Faculty of Humanities & 

Social Sciences, Faculty of Applied Sciences, Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce, Faculty of Medical 

Sciences, and Faculty of Graduate Studies. Since then, two more faculties, the Faculty of Technology and Faculty 

of Engineering, were established.  The first intake of students, which was about 500, was admitted to these new 

faculties in November 2016.  Twenty-five Ph.D. holders serve the two faculties in the eight departments (Faculty 

of Technology – three departments and Faculty of Engineering – five departments). 

While Dean of the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce (FMSC) from 2009 to 2014, I strategically 

spearheaded the FMSC towards great developments in academic quality as well as in several important 

infrastructure projects that included the establishment of new building complexes for the FMSC and Ph.D. unit. 

Being a leader with a vision, I maintained a strong relationship with the students as well as faculty members and 

helped the FMSC achieve much success. 

From 2012 to 2014, I rendered my service as a member of the University Grants Commission (UGC) of Sri Lanka 

and several other commissions and take pride in being the youngest professor ever appointed to the UGC. I was 

the Chairman of the Federation of University Teachers Associations (FUTA) of Sri Lanka from 2009 to 2012 and 
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it was my leadership and the strength of the team that led for the establishment of several sister unions of the 

FUTA and the introduction of the research allowance for academics and grade one school entrance concept for 

their children.  FUTA is the strongest union of university academics which ensures the well-being of the 

university teaching field. 

Being an avid sportsman, I have engaged in sports both at Ananda College Colombo, my alma mater, as well as at 

the university. I was the captain of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura cricket team and won accolades and 

best player awards for several years. I was also the President of Sri Lanka University Sports Association (SLUSA) 

from 2009 to 2010.  During the time of my leadership as the Vice-Chancellor, the university sports team won the 

championship at the Sri Lanka University Games for the first time in the university’s history. Also, one of the 

university athletes went on to participate at the 2016 Summer Olympics – the first time an undergraduate 

participates from Sri Lanka. 

Ensuring the promotion of research culture within the university, I have taken a keen interest in forming the 

University Research Council.  Annually, Rs. 500 million has been allocated as research grants.  Research is 

mainly conducted to address national and international issues and to contribute to national development. 

I command respect not only from academia but also from the corporate world as I currently serve as an 

independent director on various boards of directors of certain prominent companies in Sri Lanka. Thus, I am a 

renowned personality, whose service extends far beyond the university community. 

My message to students is to make the most of their time at university. Academics and studying are the priorities, 

but beyond the books there is much to learn and discover. So, get involved in extra-curricular activities such as 

volunteering, sports and music, because your involvement and contribution to these groups and programs will 

allow you to build important, live-long relationships. 
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How I’ve been “hanging” onto exciting science & how much can scientist earn? 

 

Tips… (from my subjective point of view) 

At Graduate School: 

Don’t be hurry, you will not have much free time afterwards. 

Discuss with your friends everyday about science, dream ... 

Don’t worry about your future. In time, the door will open. 

Take care of your health, especially if you live alone. 

Need money? join FRA cruises (e-mail …deleted) 

Job hunting: 

Consider going to abroad (meet people, see other cultures…) 

There are tons of opportunities. You need to check/ask around, advertise yourself and apply. 

After getting employed: 

 Negotiate with your boss/employer about the terms of employment, such as salary and benefits. 

Keep on looking for better positions. 

Get married and have kids (i.e., enjoy your life.)
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